Ealing Branch Historical Association
Secretary’s Report on Last Season September 2024 to June 2025

1. We held 9 lecture meetings which provided a varied programme with excellent speakers. Attendance was good and Eventbrite brought in additional people, either attending in person or using the post-talk recordings. We were unable for technical reasons to make viable recordings of two of the meetings which was unfortunate. This really relates to the limited time we have to set up for the speaker in the church as well as recording on Zoom. The priority must always be given to the audience experience in the church. The church audio-visual system is complicated and sometimes unreliable. We are very much indebted to Paul Sawbridge and Peter Hounsell for their efforts to make this work each month.
2. The limited time we have to open the meetings in the evening means that the opportunities for people to socialise are more limited than I would like. Thanks to Jane Cocking for offering coffees before the meeting but unfortunately Jane has not always been available for very good reasons. I think we should try and ask for someone to act as backup if needed.
3. However, we did manage to have three discussion groups during the season, and these have proved popular. Sometimes, they can be linked to the subject of the preceding lecture, such as the lively discussion on the transatlantic slave trade after Catherine Hall’s talk. We use the Fields Café at Questors Theatre which works well but can be unpredictable in how busy the café is with other events. There are 41 people signed up to receive notifications of the discussion meetings, and it is good to  see that many new members are included.

Report on Programme of Talks for September 2025 to June 2026 season 

The process of finding suitable topics and speakers worked very well this year, although I think it might work better to ask for the full details of talks as soon as speakers have agreed to come to us. Chasing people up in time for the HA July deadline can be rather fraught. My thanks to the sub-group members who invited speakers, Ann Hehir, Tony Sullivan and Peter Hounsell. I think we shared the number of successful invitations equally between us. 

My thanks to Tony Sullivan who took over the role of Publicity Officer from me and has been very efficient in meeting all the deadlines and writing up and adapting advertising copy.

Philip Woods     November 2025
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