Historical Association
Ealing Branch
Secretary and Publicity Officer’s Report for the year ending 30 June 2024 for the AGM on 10 December 2024
Since becoming Secretary at the last AGM, I have combined the role with that of Publicity Officer, which makes sense in terms of easier communications with members and supporters but it would be good to have a separate person focusing on aspects of publicity, including social media, aiming to reach a wider audience.
Secretary’s Report
There was not much support from committee members for a sub-group arranging the programme for speakers in the coming year (September 2024 to June 2025), so I largely took on this job myself starting in February 2024. This has not been too onerous and Tony Sullivan, a new committee member,  has stepped in to find a replacement speaker when Julia Boyd was unable to speak in the April 2025 spot. However, I think it would be good to revert to using a sub-group to plan the programme for the year September 2025 to June 2026. This will allow for fresh ideas and hopefully ensure a balanced programme.  However, it will still need the Secretary to co-ordinate invitations.
It is outside the strict time period of this report, but I have been keen to see more opportunity for members to meet outside the talks programme and perhaps to give feed back on talks or just share their interest in history. I am pleased to say that this is now under way with 2 discussion groups having met a week at Questor Theatre café after the October and November 2024 meetings. 
We are very constrained by the very short setting up time in the church for our evening talks. I can’t see a way around this at present but Sarah Hunter, the church administrator, has been helpful in alerting the classes proximate to our talks of our needs.  Many thanks to our Chair Peter Hounsell and also to Paul Sawbridge for tackling the IT setup issues in the church. The fact that we have managed to put out post-talk recordings for nearly all our meetings is a tribute to their work.
I would also like to record my thanks to Ann Scurfield who retired as Membership Secretary after serving for a number of years. She not only kept the records assiduously but also managed to greet everyone attending our meetings with a friendly and welcoming approach.
Publicity
We have continued to use live meetings in the church and to record the meetings on Zoom to be sent to Eventbrite registrants. This has proved successful in having reasonable size audiences (see chart below) in the church averaging 52, with people unable to attend for whatever reason receiving the recording. Eventbrite undoubtedly enables us to reach a much wider audience.  
We have an excellent programme of speakers and I have tried my best to use publicity to ensure good size audiences, but it is a very competitive market now as so many organisations offer history talks online and in person, including the national Historical Association. 
The main methods of advertising (in order of probable numbers attracted) are:
· Direct emails to local and national members with reminders. 
· Email flyers to schools
· Ealing Arts Diary- printed and online monthly
· Social media- Facebook to local groups- Twitter when appropriate
· Ealing Today- online ‘Events’
· Some local posters in libraries etc. 
We also pick up registrants through the Historical Association’s publicity via its website and magazines. Also through our own website www.ealinghistory.org.uk
Talks and attendances this last year: 
Sept  2023 to July 2024
12 September  	Professor Michael Clarke, Fellow of King’s College London, and Distinguished Fellow of the Royal United Services Institute, ‘Why Wellington won - and Napoleon lost - the Battle of Waterloo’  [60 attending in church; 71 registered on Eventbrite]
10 October 	Dr Alexander Morrison, Fellow & Tutor in History, New College Oxford, speaking to the sixth-form evening at Twyford CoE High school, W3 9PP, ‘Russia’s colonial allergy, from Central Asia to Crimea’ (6.30pm) [41 in attendance, including 13 students- 12 of these from Twyford school; 38 on Eventbrite]
14 November   	Dr Sarah-Louise Miller, Visiting Scholar, Faculty of History, University of Oxford, Lecturer Defence Studies Department, King’s College London, Elizabeth Sunley Memorial Lecture,  ‘Wargame Women: The Women’s Royal Naval Service and the Western Approaches Tactical Unit During the Battle of the Atlantic’ [talk given by Zoom- 35 signed in; plus 6 requested recording afterwards] 
12 December    AGM & Christmas Social [16 attended]
2024
9 January   	Professor Ryan Lavelle, Professor in Early Medieval History, University of Winchester, ‘Cnut the Great: King of the English’  [42 in church; 51 Eventbrite registrants]
13 February 	Professor Alexandra Walsham, Professor of Modern History, University of Cambridge, and Fellow of Emmanuel College, President of the Historical Association, ‘In the Shadows and under the Cross: Roman Catholicism in Early Modern England' [64 in church; 73 on Eventbrite]
12  March	 Professor Matthew Hughes, Brunel University, ‘The Arab Revolt in Palestine in the 1930s’ [58 in church; 79 on Eventbrite]
9  April 	Emeritus Professor Penny Corfield, President of the International Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, ‘Who Formed Britain's "New Aristocracy of Talent" in the Eighteenth Century - and What Did Their Advent Signify?’ [44 in church; 50 on Eventbrite]
14 May	 Professor Marisa Linton, Professor Emerita, Kingston University London, ‘Robespierre and the French Revolutionary Terror’ [49 in church; 73 on Eventbrite] 
11 June	Professor James Crossland, Reader in International History, Liverpool John Moores University, ‘Anarchists, Fenians, Nihilists!: London and the First “Age of Terror”, 1867-1909’ [50 in church; 55 on Eventbrite]  
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