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H Newsletter of the Ealing Branch: issue 46 August 2016
www.ealinghistory.org.uk
STOP PRESS:  Please join us at the Brentford Festival- Sunday 4 September from 12 noon at Blondin Park W5 4UL- where we have a second-hand bookstall 
N.B. If you are receiving this newsletter by Royal Mail, please consider providing us with your email address for future correspondence as it saves money, and allows us to keep you updated with Association events more regularly. Please be assured that email addresses are not circulated to other members or other organisations. Philip.woods@tiscali.co.uk
1. Our Forthcoming Programme
Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month at the Parlour of Ealing Green Church, W5 5QTat 7.30 pm. Refreshments available from 7.00pm. 
2016
13th Sept  -    Stephanie Muir, ‘Ealing Film Studios – Passions and Repressions in Austerity Britain’ 

Stephanie Muir, is a retired Film Studies lecturer and author of the book Studying Ealing Studios (Auteur Publishing 2010)


96 films were made at Ealing Studios between 1938 and 1955 under head of production Michael Balcon whose stated philosophy was to make pictures ‘which express England... to present the world with a complete picture of Britain’. This he did with a team of creative people who were able to work within the limits of finance, the British film industry and social restraints, producing some of the war films, melodramas and comedies that the studio is famed for. Looking at selected examples it is perhaps possible to construct, if not a complete picture, then at least a celluloid image of an era that includes the War and its aftermath, austerity Britain and changing national values.
11th October – Taylor Downing   ‘The Making of the 1916 propaganda film “Battle of the Somme”’
Taylor Downing FRHS, Historian, best-selling writer and award-winning television producer. Author of Breakdown: The Crisis of Shell Shock on the Somme, 1916 (Little, Brown 2016)
While the Battle of the Somme raged in France and the British Army endured the highest numbers of casualties it had ever suffered, the War Office edited a film showing home audiences authentic scenes from the battle. The film was a sensation. Huge crowds flocked to see it. Diaries and letters from the time are full of accounts of the impact the film had. It has been estimated that about 20 million Britons saw the film. 

This talk about the making of the film will be illustrated with clips from the original documentary.

8th November – Professor David Bates      ‘The Normans - 1066 in 2016’
David Bates is currently Professorial Fellow in the School of History at the University of East Anglia, having held posts in several universities and been Director of the Institute of Historical Research. He published The Normans and Empire in 2013 and will publish William the Conqueror for the Yale University Press English Monarchs series in November. 

A lecture on 1066 in 2016 must look again at well-known issues such as the politics of the English succession and William of Normandy’s early life. But it must also re-define issues in terms of 2016 priorities by focusing on events from the perspective of individuals through life-histories, multiculturalism, and the effect of this and other crises on the evolution of the English and British state, and on France and Europe. The analysis must include England’s and Britain’s place in Europe and the debates about ‘English exceptionalism’ and also about violence. It will finally argue that the only way to assess the significance of the conquest is to place it within processes that were ongoing from c.900 to c.1250

13th December – AGM and Social Event with a History Quiz 

2017

10th January Professor David Stevenson (LSE)    ‘1917 – Revisiting the Fall of the Tsar’

Professor Stevenson is an expert on relations in Europe during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries with a particular interest in the origins, course, and impact of the First World War. He is preparing a book on the international history of the year 1917.
 On the centenary of the Russian Revolution, this talk will re-examine its first phase: the overthrow of Tsar Nicholas II and the Romanov dynasty. It will assess the impact on Russian politics and society of the First World War; the food crisis in Petrograd and the mutiny of the city garrison; and the political manoeuvres that led to the tsar's abdication. The talk will also consider why the Provisional Government established by the February Revolution failed to establish itself, preparing the ground for Lenin and the Bolsheviks to seize power. 

14th February-   Susan Slater        ‘The Silk Road’
Starting with the geography of the Eurasian land-mass, Susan Slater looks at the history of the movements of things - both goods such as silk; and ideas such as technology, religion, language, art - and the ways in which these have influenced life and cultures across Eurasia over the past few thousand years.
14th March  -  Dr Glenn Richardson   ‘Plus Oultre’: The Emperor Charles V’
 Dr Glenn Richardson is Reader in Early Modern History, and Academic Director of History and Philosophy at St Marys University, Twickenham. He is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society and has published extensively on Tudor England's political and cultural relations with continental Europe and on European Renaissance monarchy.  His most recent book is The Field of Cloth of Gold (2013) on the meeting between King Henry VIII of England and King Francis I of France held near Calais in 1520.

This talk looks at the outlook and ambitions of the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V. Gifted by inheritance with vast resources, he also inherited huge responsibilities and difficulties with which he struggled throughout his reign. The lecture looks at Charles in the context of his contemporary monarchs and a time of sweeping religious and political turmoil.
11th April -  Dr Ivan Gibbons,  ‘The 1916 Dublin Easter Rising- 100 Years On’     
Dr. Ivan Gibbons is Programme Director in Irish Studies at St Mary's University, Twickenham and a Director of Hammersmith Irish Cultural Centre

The causes and consequences of the Easter Rising still generate considerable controversy. Was it a brave if idealistic and foolhardy landmark event that triggered the ultimate establishment of an independent Irish State or was it a conspiratorial anti-democratic putsch which ushered in a century of political militarism from which the country is still recovering? Dr Gibbons weighs up the arguments for and against this cataclysmic event which changed Anglo-Irish relations for ever at the cost, arguably, of partitioning Ireland for the next century.


9th May  -    Professor Jonathan Harris  (Royal Holloway College University of London)     ‘Byzantium – The Forgotten Empire’ 
Jonathan Harris is professor of the History of Byzantium. He is the author of The Lost World of Byzantium, New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2015. 
Even the widest read historians are likely to have some gaps in their knowledge when it comes to Byzantium, the medieval Greek-speaking, Christian empire centred on Constantinople. This lecture will provide an introduction, exploring who the Byzantines were, the defining characteristics of their society and the legacy that have they left.
2. Chairman’s report on the season 2015-2016   Dr Peter Hounsell
I can report on another very satisfying season for the Ealing Branch, but one in which I have been rather less involved that in previous years.  Reading my report from last year, I noted my attendance at the Annual Conference, the summer Awards Ceremony, and the Branch trip to Antwerp. Well this year I didn’t go to Harrogate for the conference, although I am pleased to report that Philip Woods did, and that our branch’s second-hand bookstall did rather better than it did the year before at Bristol.  I also couldn’t fit in the Branch trip to France, so I will have to leave it to others to report back on that. 

On a positive side I did represent the branch at the Branch Officers’ meeting in November, where it was reported that membership of the Association, having dropped to a low level some years ago, is continuing to grow. During the 2015-16 season I met most of our lecturers in advance of branch meetings, and this is one of the most pleasant duties I undertake; exploring the different routes people take into history and their choice of subjects to research and write about is an abiding source of interest.

It was pleasing that the building work at Ealing Green Church which had been ongoing for some time has now finished, and we are able to go in the main entrance rather than navigate the way into the back door. As some of you know there were teething problems with the new alarm systems, but hopefully all will be well for our new season.

During the course of the year the branch committee decided to use part of our reserves to purchase a new digital projector. The projector we had been using was a second-hand one, surplus to requirements at Ealing Libraries when I left work six years ago, and at least ten years old. As it is difficult to store equipment on site, it was brought to the Parlour each time it was needed, but it was bulky and heavy. Our new projector, part funded by a HA grant, and part from our own funds, is more powerful, quieter and lighter, and allows more modern equipment to be connected easily to it. It is particularly suited to a small room like the Parlour, so I hope you have already noticed the improvement.

As usual my role is not the most difficult, and I rely on the other branch officers to make the branch work efficiently. Philip Woods has markedly improved our communications with members via email and the website in recent years; Peter Crane continues to look after our finances; most importantly, Pierre Thomas puts together a varied programme of lectures which I hope you find interesting and stimulating. This is not an easy job, even in the era of modern electronic communications, and even when you think you have the programme fixed, lecturers drop out or want to swap dates. We say it every year, but if you have a topic you would like to have a lecture on, or a particular historian you would like to hear speak, please let the committee know, and we can see whether we can make it happen.

So during 2015-16, we celebrated the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo, and the 300th anniversary of the Jacobite rebellion of 1715. We continued to mark the centenary of the First World War with a look at the war in the Middle East. We looked at non-violent protest movements, and examined the Cold War as the Soviets saw it. The most unusual of our talks may have been a comparative study of the colonial experience of Algeria and India. Nearer to home we focussed on the experience of John Quincy Adams when he lived in Ealing from 1815-1817. Finally I spoke on the early years of systematic public health provision in Britain.

3. THE 2016-17 PROGRAMME OF TALKS – THE SUBJECTS AND THE SPEAKERS     Pierre Thomas    Secretary

Completion of next season’s Speakers’ programme has not been easy.  As usual I have tried to achieve some balance between local, national and international topics and felt I had done so until two confirmed speakers withdrew at a late stage. The result is not as wide-ranging as I would like but I hope still of general interest. 
We begin with the traditional local history talk, this time by Stephanie Muir on Ealing Films in the social context of their time.

Next we go onto the equally traditional celebration of anniversaries. It is interesting to see how often these actually commemorate failures, ‘Pure Defiance in the face of humiliation’ is one description thereof.  An alternative one is how rulers cover up their own responsibility for such events by glamorising them, emphasising the ‘sacrifice’ of their victims, rather than redemption for their own errors. One example, from my French home I can see a tall column topped with a statue of Napoleon which commemorates his failure to invade England in 1805 as if it were yet another of his triumphs, and there are many other examples.  The Battle of the Somme 1916 seems another. Taylor Downing will give talk on the making of a contemporary film by the War Office including scenes of the battle. It was apparently very popular at the time and it should be interesting to see to what extent it was a propaganda exercise and attempt to glamorise a terrible failure. 

At first sight the Irish Easter Rebellion of 1916 was also a romanticised failure. For practical reasons Ivan Gibbons will speak in 2017 but it will give him the opportunity to concentrate on its consequences a year later.     

Whether the battle of Hastings was a heroic failure depends on which side you take. But it was the start of the influx of Norman-French influence into Britain over the following centuries. David Bates will talk about The Normans 1066 in 2016 and their legacy down to our own times.

The First Russian Revolution of 1917 could be seen as a success which became a failure following the subsequent Bolshevik revolution.  David Stevenson will talk about the events surrounding it and its consequences.

But, leaving behind the contemplation of heroic failures, Susan Slater will give a talk about The Silk Road and the goods, ideas and cultures it brought from Asia to the West. 

Returning to Europe Glen Richardson will then talk about The Politics of the 16th century Europe dominated by the French and Hapsburg dynasties. 

The final talk is about Byzantium – the Forgotten Empire. It ended in heroic tragedy but difficult to describe in terms of failure or success.  Jonathan Harris will discuss its legacy.  

So I hope there is enough there to inform, entertain and provoke. I look forward to seeing you at the meetings. 
4. Three French Chateaux:  A pre-Brexit visit to France

Branch members and friends made up a party of seventeen for our four-day visit to three French royal chateaux in May.  We travelled by coach from Ealing and crossed the Channel by ferry arriving at our hotel in Compiegne in time for dinner despite minor disruption of ferry services due to French industrial action which caused us no problems.    

Our first full day in France took us in the morning to the Chateau of Compiègne itself where an excellent guide showed us the magnificent Napoleonic grand apartments and some of the extensive gardens.  After lunch we continued to Pierrefonds Castle stopping en route at the clearing in the forest where the armistice was signed at the end of the First World War and the French capitulation of 1940 in the celebrated railway carriage of which only a replica now survives.

Pierrefonds has its origins in medieval times but the present castle largely dates from an extensive but nonetheless impressive 19th century make-over.  Not surprisingly, it is a favoured location for film-makers which, from its appearance, could well include Disney.

On the second full day we travelled a few miles through the forest to the Chateau of Chantilly, a magnificent sight in an idyllic setting where, with another excellent guide we enjoyed a tour of the chateau including time to admire the splendid and extensive collection of paintings in the Musée Condé.  There too we had time to explore some of the extensive grounds in fine weather, the torrential rain being fortunately reserved for our journey back to the hotel.

On the journey home we were able to stop at Arras for an extended lunch break.  There some members enjoyed a tour of the underground caves beneath the city centre while others explored the local art gallery.

The ferry crossing and return journey passed without incident and we returned to Ealing in the early evening after what everyone felt to have been an enjoyable and  well worthwhile trip.
Colin Emmins.
Philip Woods   Newsletter Editor, 6  Elm Crescent, W5 3JW.  philip.woods@tiscali.co.uk
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